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Useful Resources for Non-Medical Prescribers Working in General Practice 
 
Non-medical prescribers must have access to up-to-date resources to support their prescribing practice, 
including, but not limited to, the following:  
 
❖ Local Formularies: 

Local formularies for each place across Lancashire and South Cumbria ICB can be found via the website: 
https://www.lancsmmg.nhs.uk/formulary/. 

 

❖ General guidelines and policies: 

✓  Blackburn with Darwen and East Lancashire:  

o   Antimicrobial guidelines. 

o   General polices and resources. 

✓  West Lancashire: 

o   Antimicrobial guidelines. 

o   General policies and resources. 

o   Where no information is available on Pan Mersey, please follow guidelines and advice on 

LSCMMG: https://www.lancsmmg.nhs.uk/. 

✓  Central Lancashire: 

o   Antimicrobial guidelines: use relevant NICE guidelines.  

o   General policies and resources: General policies and resources. 

✓  Fylde and Wyre and Blackpool: 

o   Antimicrobial guidelines:  

Antimicrobial-Formul

ary V1.1 July 2022.pdf 
o   General policies and resources. 

o   Wound care formulary:  

Wound Care 

Formulary V4 April 21 PD 
✓  Morecambe Bay: 

o   Antimicrobial guidelines: use relevant NICE guidelines. 

o   General policies and resources. 
o   Wound Care formulary: 

Wound Care 

Formulary V4 April 21 PD 
 

❖ General resources: 
 

✓ British National Formulary (BNF) . 

✓ MHRA drug safety updates.  

✓ Electronic medicines compendium (eMC) – Summaries of Product Characteristics are available via 
this website for most UK licensed medicines. They contain information such as licensed indication, 
licensed dose, cautions, contraindications, reported adverse drug reactions, and storage 
requirements. They sometimes include information about whether tablets/capsules can be given in a 
different way i.e. whether they can be split, crushed, dissolved in water or administered via a feeding 
tube. Summary of Product Characteristics not included in the eMC can be found on the MHRA 
website: www.mhra.gov.uk/spc-pil/.   

https://www.lancsmmg.nhs.uk/formulary/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elmmb.nhs.uk%2Fspecialist-formulary%2Fantimicrobial-guidelines-for-primary-care%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjatinder.saimbi%40nhs.net%7C6cd97624927940623de008dbc5a287ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638321074086873820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=inrwqWSJR34oYsqPinI7wqcvj7CqyLhRHfF5Y6cRZPI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elmmb.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjatinder.saimbi%40nhs.net%7C6cd97624927940623de008dbc5a287ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638321074086873820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cR1dIwkz28y2yj4mFzpdYy3n88EMbSPRgOxwhF9PEHg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.panmerseyapc.nhs.uk%2Fformulary%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjatinder.saimbi%40nhs.net%7C6cd97624927940623de008dbc5a287ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638321074086873820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lFb0vKG0YFnyFCLDjIFINtQq5rO%2FZYAR4IdsBp9N7x0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.panmerseyapc.nhs.uk/guidelines/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancsmmg.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjatinder.saimbi%40nhs.net%7C6cd97624927940623de008dbc5a287ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638321074086873820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BxS5yWqR6qFuRP1nTdSRrIwddfuyG67kwSjAW7Pj3PQ%3D&reserved=0
https://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/mod/book/view.php?id=12648&chapterid=453
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancsmmg.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjatinder.saimbi%40nhs.net%7C6cd97624927940623de008dbc5a287ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638321074086873820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BxS5yWqR6qFuRP1nTdSRrIwddfuyG67kwSjAW7Pj3PQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancsmmg.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjatinder.saimbi%40nhs.net%7C6cd97624927940623de008dbc5a287ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638321074087030033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YpcgYsFuPpadsoV%2FthYDmCVW07opr3SSHi4TjO7xsbc%3D&reserved=0
https://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/mod/book/view.php?id=12648&chapterid=453
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancsmmg.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjatinder.saimbi%40nhs.net%7C6cd97624927940623de008dbc5a287ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638321074087030033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YpcgYsFuPpadsoV%2FthYDmCVW07opr3SSHi4TjO7xsbc%3D&reserved=0
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/spc-pil/
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✓ NICE Clinical Knowledge Summaries (CKS) – CKS guidelines are for healthcare professionals in 
primary care, and are more user-friendly than NICE guidance (on which many are based).  

✓ NICE guidelines.  

✓ General medicine guidance – The Specialist Pharmacy Service have a range of useful medicine 
guidance and resources for healthcare professional.  

✓ Pregnancy and Breastfeeding resources: 

o UKTIS – Summary monographs can be found on this site. To find them, click on the 
‘Resources’ section then ‘Information for healthcare providers’.  

o Best use of Medicines in Pregnancy (BUMPS) – This site provides evidence-based information 
about use of medicines in pregnancy for pregnant women and their partners.  

o UK Drugs In Lactation Advisory Service (UKDILAS). 

✓ Information on the national medical guidelines of fitness to drive. 

✓ Immunisation and Vaccine resources:  

o The NHS website.  Information for patients and carers, including the current vaccination 
schedule, is available via this page of the NHS website. 

o Public Health England – Immunisation.  This section of the gov.uk website provides 
information for healthcare professionals, including the current routine vaccination schedule and 
links to the ‘Green Book’ and ‘Vaccine Update’ (see below). There are also links to leaflets and 
guides for parents. 

o Immunisation against infectious disease (the Green Book) – Produced by UK Health Security 
Agency, UKHSA (previously by the Department of Health) this online book provides 
comprehensive advice on vaccines and vaccination. Individual chapters are updated as 
required. Click on the chapter you want to view.  

o Vaccine Update. This is a monthly newsletter produced by UK Health Security Agency 
(previously by the Department of Health). Current and archived editions are available online. 

✓ Paediatric resources:  

o BNF for children.   

o Medicines for Children.   

✓ Opioid resources:  

o Opioids Aware is a web-based resource, funded by Public Health England and hosted by the 
Faculty of Pain Medicine, Royal College of Anaesthetists. 

o Reducing opioids and duty of care as a prescriber - GMC guidance document.  

✓ Travelling abroad: 

o Travelling with medicine containing controlled drugs.  

o Taking medicines in and out of the UK. 

o British Medical Association: Prescribing in General Practice. 

✓ Unlicensed and Off-label medicines: prescriber’s responsibilities. 

✓ Medicines supply issues – sign up to the Specialist Pharmacy Service ‘Online Medicines supply tool’.  
 

❖ Professional guidance and standards: 
 

✓ Royal Pharmaceutical Society: A Competency Framework for all Prescribers. 

✓ Royal Pharmaceutical Society: Expanding Prescribing Scope of Practice.  

✓ Chartered Society of Physiotherapy: Professional guidance. 

✓ Health and Care Professions Council:  

o Standards for prescribing.  

o High level principles for good practice in remote consultations and prescribing. 

o Medicines and prescribing rights.  

✓ Nursing and Midwifery Council: 

o Standards for prescribers. 

✓ General Pharmaceutical Council: 

o Guidance for pharmacist prescribers. 

o Standards for Pharmacy Professionals. 

https://cks.nice.org.uk/#?char=A
https://www.nice.org.uk/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/guidance/
http://www.uktis.org/
https://www.medicinesinpregnancy.org/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/about-sps/get-in-touch/medicines-information-services-contact-details/breastfeeding-medicines-advice-service/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessing-fitness-to-drive-a-guide-for-medical-professionals
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/vaccinations/
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-update
https://bnfc.nice.org.uk/
http://www.medicinesforchildren.org.uk/
https://fpm.ac.uk/opioids-aware
https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/prescribing-guidance-updated-english-20210405_pdf-85260533.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/controlled-drugs-personal-licences
https://www.gov.uk/take-medicine-in-or-out-uk
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/gp-practices/prescribing/prescribing-in-general-practice
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/off-label-or-unlicensed-use-of-medicines-prescribers-responsibilities
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/?s=medicines+supply+tool
https://www.rpharms.com/resources/frameworks/prescribing-competency-framework/competency-framework
https://www.rpharms.com/resources/frameworks/prescribing-competency-framework/supporting-tools/expanding-prescribing-scope-of-practice
https://www.csp.org.uk/professional-clinical/professional-guidance
https://www.hcpc-uk.org/standards/standards-relevant-to-education-and-training/standards-for-prescribing/
https://www.hcpc-uk.org/standards/meeting-our-standards/scope-of-practice/high-level-principles/
https://www.hcpc-uk.org/standards/meeting-our-standards/scope-of-practice/medicines-and-prescribing-rights/
https://www.nmc.org.uk/standards/standards-for-post-registration/standards-for-prescribers/
https://www.pharmacyregulation.org/news/gphc-launches-new-guidance-pharmacist-prescribers
https://www.pharmacyregulation.org/standards/standards-for-pharmacy-professionals
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✓ Who can prescribe what? 

✓ Care Quality Commission – Non-medical prescribing.  

✓ General Medical Council: Good practice in prescribing and managing medicines and devices. 

 

❖ Opportunities to keep up to date with clinical areas of practice:  
 

✓ Register for email updates from the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).  
✓ Register with NICE for monthly newsletters and alerts.  
✓ Register for receiving a monthly newsletter for updates in primary care.   
✓ Royal College of Nursing accredited events and resources.   
✓ CPPE – https://www.cppe.ac.uk/.  
✓ Sign up to Medicines Awareness. This gives weekly or daily emails that provide you with medicines 

updates and prescribing guidance/updates. 
✓ Sign up to the vaccine update newsletter, if appropriate. 
✓ Royal Pharmaceutical Society accredited training courses.   
✓ BMJ Learning.   
✓ MIMs Learning.   
✓ Guidelines in Practice.   
✓ TARGET antibiotics toolkit designed to support primary care clinicians to champion and implement 

antimicrobial stewardship activities. The TARGET group is led by UKHSA and collaborates with many 
expert organisations.  
 

❖ Medicines Advice Support: 
 

✓ Speak to your local Medicines Optimisation Team. 
✓ SPS Medicines Advice Support – Healthcare professionals in primary care across England can 

contact using a single contact number or email address: 
Call: 0300 770 8564. 
Email: asksps.nhs@sps.direct 
They cannot answer questions from members of the public. 

 
❖ Prescribing Learning Resources: 

 

✓ Medicines Learning Portal. 
✓ eLearning for Healthcare – type in the search box ‘prescribing’ a list of modules that are relating to 

prescribing come up.  
 
 
 
 

https://cpe.org.uk/dispensing-and-supply/prescription-processing/receiving-a-prescription/who-can-prescribe-what/
https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/gps/gp-mythbusters/gp-mythbuster-95-non-medical-prescribing
https://www.gmc-uk.org/ethical-guidance/ethical-guidance-for-doctors/good-practice-in-prescribing-and-managing-medicines-and-devices
https://www.gov.uk/email-signup?link=/government/organisations/medicines-and-healthcare-products-regulatory-agency
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/nice-newsletters-and-alerts
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/nice-newsletters-and-alerts/subscribe-to-update-for-primary-care
https://www.rcn.org.uk/professional-development/professional-services/accreditation/accredited-events-and-resources
https://www.cppe.ac.uk/
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/nice-newsletters-and-alerts/subscribe-to-medicine-and-prescribing-alerts
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-update
https://www.rpharms.com/development/credentialing/accredited-training
https://new-learning.bmj.com/
https://www.mimslearning.co.uk/
https://www.guidelinesinpractice.co.uk/
https://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/course/view.php?id=553
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/about-sps/get-in-touch/medicines-information-services-contact-details/
mailto:mailto:asksps.nhs@sps.direct
https://www.medicineslearningportal.org/p/about_3.html
https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Search

